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Demand for Asian products drove Southeast Asian independence
Western imperialists to seek struggles in the 20th century have their
possession of Southeast Asian lands. roots in this period of imperialism.

| SETTING THE STAGE Just as the European powers rushed to divide Africa, they
also competed to carve up the lands of Southeast Asia. These lands form part of the
| Pacific Rim, the countries that border the Pacific Ocean. Western nations desired
| the Pacific Rim lands for their strategic location along the sea route to China.
Traditional-style | Westerners also recognized the value of the Pacific colonies as sources of tropical

boats anchor in | agriculture, minerals, and oil.
modern Singapore I
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most of the 3,000-mile-long chain of Indonesian islands. As the European powers

major city. Today

Singapore isa began to appreciate the value of the area, they challenged each other for their own
::;z:f:r:;;ad'"n parts of the prize. The British established a major trading port at Singapore. The
French took over Indochina on the Southeast Asian mainland. The Germans claimed

Pacific Rim. l

| New Guinea and the Marshall and Solomon islands.

|
Plantation Products Spur Competition The lands of Southeast
Asia were perfect for plantation agriculture. The major focus was on
sugar cane, coffee, cocoa, rubber, coconuts, bananas, and pineapple.
As these products became more important in the world trade mar-
kets, European powers raced each other to claim lands.

Dutch Expand Control The Dutch East India Com-
pany, chartered in 1602, actively sought lands in Southeast
Asia, Tt seized Melaka from the Portuguese and fought the
British and Javanese for control of Java. The discovery of
oil and tin on the islands and the desire for more rubber
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plantations prompted the Dutch to gradually expand their
control over Sumatra, Borneo, Celebes, the Moluccas, and
Bali. Finally the company ruled the whole island chain of
Indonesia, then called the Dutch East Indies.

Management of plantations and trade brought a large
Dutch population to the islands. In contrast to the
British, who lived temporarily in India but retired in
Britain, the Dutch thought of Indonesia as their home.
They created a rigid social class system. The Dutch were
on top, wealthy and educated Indonesians came next,
and plantation workers resided at the bottom. The Dutch
also forced farmers to plant one-fifth of their land in
specified export crops.

British Take the Malayan Peninsula To compete with
the Dutch, the British sought a trading base that would
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THINK THROUGH HISTORY
B. Analyzing
Motives Why do you
think so many Chinese
would move to
Malaysia?

B. Possible Answer
They were probably in
search of jobs due to
overcrowding, famine,
or political unrest,

C. Possible Answer
Economies grew, edu-
cation and health
improved, areas uni-
fied but lost local
eaders, migration
resulted in cultural
change.

THINK THROUGH HISTORY
C. Recognizing
Effects What
changes took place

in Southeast Asia as
a result of colonial
control?

serve as a stop for its ships that traveled the India-China sea routes.
They found the ideal location—a large, sheltered harbor—on
Singapore, an island just off the tip of the Malay Peninsula. The
opening of the Suez Canal and the increased demand for tin and rub-
ber combined to make Singapore one of the world’s busiest ports.

Britain also gained colonies in Malaysia and in Burma (modern
Myanmar). Malaysia had large deposits of tin and became the world’s
leading rubber exporter. Upper Burma provided teak, while central
Burma exported oil. Needing workers to mine the tin and tap the
rubber trees, Britain encouraged Chinese to immigrate to Malaysia.
Chinese flocked to the area, and some of them became highly suc-
cessful in business. As a result of such immigration, the Malays soon
became a minority in their own country. Conflict between the resi-
dent Chinese and the native Malays remains unresolved today.

French Control Indochina The French had been active in South-
east Asia since the turn of the century. They even helped the Nguyen
(nuh-WIN) dynasty rise to power in Vietnam. In the 1840s, during the
rule of an anti-Christian Vietnamese emperor, seven French mission-
aries were killed. Church leaders and capitalists who wanted a larger
share of the overseas market demanded military intervention.
Emperor Napoleon III ordered the French army to invade southern
Vietnam. Later, the French added Laos, Cambodia, and northern
Vietnam to the territory. The combined states would eventually be
called French Indochina. In 1867, a governor of a Vietnamese state
told how overpowering the French were:

A VOICE FROM THE PAST

Now, the French are come, with their powerful weapons of war to
cause dissension among us. We are weak against them; our comman-
ders and our soldiers have been vanquished. Each battle adds to our
misery. . . . The French have immense warships, filled with soldiers and
armed with huge cannons. No one can resist them. They go where they
want, the strongest ramparts fall before them.

PHAN THANH GIAN, in a letter to his administrators

The French colonists tried to impose their culture on the Indochinese. Using direct
colonial management, the French themselves filled all important positions in the gov-
ernment bureaucracy. They did not encourage local industry. Rice became a major
export crop. Four times as much land was devoted to rice production. However, the
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Migrating Rubber Plants
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the Amazon rainforest and planted
them in Kew Gardens in London.
Later, young trees grown from
those seeds were taken to Ceylon
and the Malay Peninsula to start
rubber plantations there.

The invention of automobiles
created a huge demand for rubber.
Rubber plantations soon mush-
roomed in Southeast Asia, Africa,
and Central and South America.
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peasants’ consumption of rice decreased because rice was shipped out of the region.
Anger over this reduction set the stage for Vietnamese resistance against the French.

Colonial Impact In Southeast Asia, colonization brought mixed results. Economies
grew based on cash crops or goods such as tin and rubber that could be sold on the
world market. Roads, harbors, and rail systems linked areas and improved communi-
cation and transportation. These improvements were more for the benefit of
European business than the local population. However, education, health, and sanita-
tion did improve. Political changes included unification of areas at the cost of weaker
local leaders and governments.

Unlike other colonial areas, millions of people from other areas of Asia and the
world migrated to work on plantations and in the mines in Southeast Asia. This migra-
tion changed the cultural and racial makeup of the area. Southeast Asia became a
melting pot of Hindus, Muslims, Christians, and Buddhists. The resulting cultural
changes often led to racial and religious clashes that are still seen today.
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TEACHING
OPTIONS

Science: Southeast Asian
Crops Have students research why
Southeast Asian lands are suitable for
plantation economy. Students should
describe the soil, climate, growing
seasons, and agricultural traditions of
the area. They can find information in
books on Southeast Asia and on world
farming methods.

_CONNECTIONS ACHOSS FHEEEEEIEE =R

They might prepare a booklet of plants
most suitable for cash crops. The
booklet could include illustrations of the
plants, their places of origin, climate
and soil conditions required, and
product uses in the world market.

_CONNECTIONS ACROSS THE CUR

Mathematics: Population
Percentages Have students
research the percentage of Chinese
and Indians in Singapore and Malaysia,
according to the latest census
information they can find. Ask them

to create a graph illustrating the
percentage of total population each
group represents. Students will find up-

math help thoss
Caution -







