J.A f].'i C a . |13 ;;:ifs 5G onference

s Shaka

- * Boer
MAIN IDEA WHY IT MATTERS NOW % GréabTrak

Ignoring the claims of African ethnic African nations continue to feel the * Boer War
groups, kingdoms, and city-states, effects of the colonial presence of 100
Europeans established colonial claims.  years ago.

SETTING THE STAGE Industrialization stirred ambitions in many European nations.
They wanted more resources to fuel their industrial production. They competed for
new markets for their goods. They looked to Africa and Asia as sources of the raw
materials and as markets for cloth, plows, guns, and other industrial products.

Africa Before Imperialism

In the mid-1800s, on the eve of the European domination of Africa, African
peoples were divided into hundreds of ethnic and linguistic groups. Most
continued to follow traditional beliefs, while others converted to Islam or
Christianity. These groups spoke more than 1,000 different languages.
Politically, they ranged from large empires that united many ethnic groups to
independent villages. The largest empire in West Africa at its peak had a popu-
lation of about 10 million people.

Although Europeans had established contacts with Africans as early as the
1450s, they actually controlled very little land. Powerful African armies were able
to keep the Europeans out of most of Africa for 400 years. As late as 1880,

Europeans controlled only 10 percent of the continent’s land, mainly on the coast.
Furthermore, European travel into the interior on a large-scale basis was virtu-
ally impossible. Europeans could not navigate African rivers that had so many rapids

and cataracts and drastically changing flows. Until the introduction of steam-powered | s RIERN FRlnc

riverboats, Europeans would not be able to conduct major expeditions into the inte- ivory mask is one of

0 THROUGH HISTORY rior of Africa. four taken from the
& Analyzing Finally, large networks of Africans conducted trade. These trade networks kept :(;;g‘;: :::’nw:' -

Zssses Whydidthe  Europeans from controlling the sources of trade items such as gold and ivory. These with several others
3-':__3:’;:6"3"’”;’;":% trade networks were specialized. The Chokwe, for example, devoted themselves to on the belt of a
g in mpe collecting ivory and beeswax in the Angola highlands. Others such as the Yao carried z:;‘:‘;:gthe
their goods to merchants on the coast. kg

% Answer African
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wmadhe Nations Compete for Overseas Empires

--_'qr_c‘li‘rnilp;is}?i-. Those Europeans who did penetrate the interior of Africa tended to be explorers, mis-

« 22 get inland. sionaries, or humanitarians who opposed the slave trade. Europeans and Americans
learned about Africa through travel books and newspapers. These publications com-
peted for readers by hiring reporters to search the globe for stories of adventure,
mystery, or excitement.

The Congo Sparks Interest In the late 1860s, David Livingstone, a minister from
Scotland, traveled with a group of Africans deep into central Africa. They were search-
ing for the source of the Nile. When several years passed with no word from him or his
party, many people feared he was dead. An American newspaper hired reporter Henry
Stanley to find Livingstone. In 1871, he found Dr. Livingstone on the shores of Lake
Tanganyika. Stanley’s account of the meeting made headlines around the world.
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=nry Stanley claims the Congo
wer Valley for Belgium.

reed, nationalism, racism, and
ihilanthropy motivate European
plonialism.

perior arms, the steam engine,
=dicines, and African rivalries
=lp Europeans dominate Africa.
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“The Boer War: The Suffering of the
Civilian Population”

“Stanley Finds Livingstone”

“Private Company Rule in the Congo”

IORE ABOUT . . .
Mlecting Wild Rubber

bber production under Belgium
l= was one of the worst
ploitations of Africans in the
story of African colonialism.
med soldiers drove people into
2 forest to collect wild rubber.
lose who refused were killed,

@ their left hands taken as tro-
ies to show the commissioner.
e hands were then counted to
termine that the soldiers had

& wasted cartridges. European
trage over this practice forced

= Belgians to stop.
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icil Bhodes

=il Rhodes first went to South
rica as a young man to improve
s health. He built an immense
ne in the diamond fields of
uthern Africa. He gave a portion
this fortune in his will to Oxford
@ Cambridge universities to
iablish scholarships for promis-
3 English-speaking students
roughout the world. President
inton studied at Oxford as a
lodes scholar.

Wars Point out that many
conflicts among African nations
¢ roots in the colonial era. In
(800 and early 1900s, the European
2 =is drew national boundaries
itle thought about how they might
nztve people. Natural enemies
forced together, and cultural

Chapter 27

“Dr. Livingstone, |
presume?” was the
greeting of Ameri-
can reporter Henry
Stanley in their
famous meeting in
1871 at Lake
Tanganyika. This
picture is from a
drawing based on
Dr. Livingstone's
own material.

* CONNECTIONS ACROSS TIME ANDPLACE |

families were split. After the colonial era
ended following World War II, many
emerging African nations fought
prolonged, painful civil wars, as ethnic
groups sought to regain their traditional
lands or force enemies out. Interested
students can read about such struggles
in Nigeria, the Sudan, the former
Belgian Congo, and Angola.

686 Chapter 27

In 1879, Stanley returned to
Africa, and in 1882 he signed
treaties with local chiefs of the
Congo River valley. The treaties
gave King Leopold IT of Belgium
personal control of these lands.

Leopold claimed that his pri-
mary motive in establishing the
colony was to abolish the slave
trade. However, he licensed com-
panies that brutally exploited
Africans, by forcing them to col-
lect sap from rubber plants. The
time required to do this inter-
fered with the care of their own
AT food crops. So severe were the
forced labor, excessive taxation, and abuses of the native Congolese that humanitarians
from around the world demanded changes. In 1908, the Belgian government took over
the colony. The Belgian Congo, as the colony later became kmm m, was 80 times larger
than Be]gmm I mptﬂd‘: seizure of the Cmn;,u alarmed France. Earlier, in 1882, the
French had approved a treaty that gave France the north bank of the Congo River.
Soon Britain, Germany, Ital}, Portugal, and Spain were also claiming parts of Africa.

Motives Driving Imperialism Economic, political, and social forces accelerated the
drive to take over land in all parts of the globe. The takeover of a country or territory by a
stronger nation with the intent of dominating the political, economic, and social life of
the people of that nation is called imperialism. The Industrial Revolution provided
European countries with a need to add lands to their control. As European nations indus-
trialized, they searched for new markets and raw materials to improve their economies.

The race for colonies grew out of a strong sense of national pride as well as from
economic competition. Europeans viewed an empire as 4 measure of national great-
ness. “All great nations in the fullness of their strength have desired to set their mark
upon barbarian lands,” wrote the German historian Heinrich von Treitschke, “and
those who fail to participate in this great rivalry will play a pitiable role in time to
come.” As the competition for colonies intensified, each country was determined to
plant its flag on as much of the world as possible.

Because of their advanced technology, many Europeans basically believed that they
were better than other peoples. This belief was racism, the idea that one race is
superior to others. The attitude was a reflection of a social theory of the time, called
Social Darwinism. In this theory, Charles Darwin’s ideas about evolution and “sur-
vival of the fittest” were applied to social change. Those who were fittest for survival
enjoved wealth and success and were considered superior to others. According to the
theory, non-Europeans were considered to be on a lower scale of cultural and physical
development because they did not have the technology that Europeans had. Euro-
peans believed that they had the right and the duty to bring the results of their
progress to other countries. Cecil Rhodes, a successful businessman and one of the
major supporters of British expansion, clearly stated this position:

A VOICE FROM THE PAST

| contend that we [Britons] are the first race in the world, and the more of the world we
inhabit, the better it is for the human race. . . . It is our duty to seize every opportunity
of acquiring more territory and we should keep this one idea steadily before our eyes
that more territory simply means more of the Anglo-Saxon race, more of the best, the
most human, most honourable race the world possesses.

CECIL RHODES, Confession of Faith 1877

EXPLORING PRINIARY SOURCE

AN S B

A Voice from the Past Ask
| students to identify phrases in the
| excerpt that suggest Cecil Rhodes held
* racist as well as nationalistic views.
 What did he mean by the statement

. “Britons are the first race in the world”
- and “the best, the most human, most

| honourable race the world possesses”?
Most students will recognize that he
- meant “first” as the primary, or most

colonizers.

significant, race. He a!sc thought the
Britons were superior to all other

Have interested students read more
about the life of this colorful Englishma:
Tell them that Rhodes's life is a prime
example of the positive and negative
aspects of European imperialism.

British does
statement S
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