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Spurred by the demands of ordinary During this period, Britain and France
people, Great Britain and France were transformed into the democracies
underwent democratic reforms. they are today. :

SETTING THE STAGE Urbanization and industrialization brought sweeping changes |

to Western nations. People looking for solutions to the problems created by these i
developments began to demand reforms. They wanted to improve conditions for
workers and the poor. Many people also began to call for political reforms. They

demanded that ordinary people be given a greater voice in government.

Britain Adopts Democratic Reforms

As Chapter 21 explained, Britain became a constitutional monarchy in the late 1600s.
And it remains so today. Under this system of government, the monarch serves as the
head of state, but Parliament holds the real power. The British Parliament consists of a
House of Lords and a House of Commons, Members of the House of Lords either
inherit their seats or are appointed. Members of the House of Commons are elected by
the British people.

In the early 1800s, the British government was not a true democracy. Only about
6 percent of the population had the right to elect the members of the House of
Commons, Voting was limited to men who owned a substantial amount of land. Women
could not vote at all. As a result, the upper classes ran the government.

During the 1800s, however, democracy gradually expanded in Great Britain. The
ideas of liberalism that were popular in France and other countries spread among I
Britain’s growing middle and working classes. These groups demanded a greater share of
the power held by the aristocratic landowners. Yet unlike the French, the British
achieved reforms without the bitter bloodshed of revolution.

The Reform Bill of 1832 The first group to demand a greater voice in politics was the |
wealthy middle class—factory owners, bankers, merchants. Beginning in 1830, protests . The House of
took place around England in favor of a bill in Parliament that would extend suffrage, | Commons 1833 by
or the right to vote. The Revolution of 1830 in France frightened parliamentary leaders. | Sir George Hayter
= They feared that revolutionary violence would spread to Britain. Thus, Parliament SowEts
passed the Reform Bill of 1832. This law eased the property requirements so that well-
to-do men in the middle class could vote.
The Reform Bill also modemized the districts for
‘ electing members of Parliament. Many of the old
districts were areas owned by aristocrats and actually
| contained few people. In contrast, cities such as
[
|
|
|

assembly a year
after the important
Reform Bill.

Manchester and Sheffield had no representatives in
Parliament. The Reform Bill eliminated the so-called
“rotten boroughs,” or empty districts, and gave the
thriving new industrial cities more representation.

Workers Demand Suffrage Although the
Reform Bill increased the number of British voters,
only about one in five men were now eligible to
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Section 1
Overview

OBJECTIVES

® To describe the evolution of
British democracy.

@ To explain the origins and goals
of the women's suffrage
movement.

@ To trace the development of
democratic institutions in
France.

SKILLBUILDER
= [nterpreting charts, p. 660

CRITICAL THINKING
« Clarifying, pp. 659, 662

» Making inferences, p. 660
« Synthesizing, p. 661

= Analyzing Issues, p. 663

FOCUS

5-Minute Warm-Up

Making Generalizations
Answering the following ques-
tions will help students to under-
stand social roles in the
Victorian Age.

1. Read "Victorian Manners” on
page 661. What must a gentle-
man never do?

2. If a young lady decides to take
a walk and to visit a gentle-
man, what must she do?
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OBJECTIVE e INSTRUCT

Britain Adopts
Democratic
Reforms

P Key Ideas

* Parliament extends voting rights
to the British middle class.

 Further reform bills extend
voting rights to most adult male
citizens.

» During Queen Victoria's reign,
the monarchy becomes largely
ceremonial.
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