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Since the Middle Ages, the people of France
had been divided into three large social
classes or estates.

FIRST = SECOND THIRD

FIRST ESTATE

First Estate = clergy of the Roman Catholic
Church

* held 10% of the land in France

* archbishops, bishops, and abbots were
very wealthy

* provided education to the poor and
contributed about 2% of its income to the

government

Second Estate

Second Estate = nobles
* less than 2% of France’s population,
held 20%6 of the land
* viewed Enlightenment ideas as radical
notions that threatened their status

Third Estate

Third Estate = had no power to influence
government, 98% of the people in France

- Bourgeoisie

* lawyers, doctors, bankers,
shopkeepers

- Urban Lower Class

* butchers, brewers, weavers, cooks,
servants

- Peasants = no‘jobs

* Louis XVI & Marie Antoinette became king
& queen

- inherited part of the debt from his predecessors

- borrowed heavily.in.order to help Americans against
the British = doubled governments debt

« Louis needs money, the king called a meeting of the
Estates-General = each estate gets together & votes on
a proposal, each estate is given one vote




The outcome of the Vote:

* VOTING:

st 2nd 3rd

Land reapportionment: i = ®

Taxes for nobles: @ ® .

Raise peasant taxes: - Jiig 1 ®
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The third estate is tired of being outnumbered,
they order that votes be cast & counted.

agree that they should have equal

representation
King orders that they obey the medieval rules.

Abbe Sieyes prints a pamphlet & suggests they
change their name to'the
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.

The vote goes in favor & the National Assembly
proclaims an end to the monarchy.

The Bastille

 King Louis tries to deal with their demands,
but orders an army in as well.
STORMING THE BASTILLE

¢ The mobs stormed the Bastille for gun powder
to defend themselves against the armies.

- became a great symbol of the people
- reduced the kings power

The Great Fear

The riots spread throughout France — The
Great Fear

October 1789, thousands of women rioted over
the price of bread

- they demanded that Louis & Marie come back to
Paris

- they took knives & axes & marched on Versailles

- they ransacked the queens room & killed 3 guards.

Louis & Marie agreed to come to Paris

Define/ldentify
Estate - refersto the 3 large social classes in France
Bastille - fi%% prison rioters attacked in anger (bread
Louis XVI - King of France
Marie Antoinette - Austrian wife of Louis XV1 (spent a lot of

money)
Estates General - Anassembly of representatives from all 3 estates

| - A French congress established by representatives
National Assembly of the Third Estate to enact laws for the French
people
The Great Fear - A 'wave of senseless panics throughout France

Causes of the French Revolution
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- Bornin1769 W@ a’h
« Sent to military school in northern France
« 1796 the Directory appointed Bonaparte to

command a French army against the Austrians
- Directory: had many successful victories vs.
the Austrians, was defeated by the British, but
kept it out of the papers

» Became the most famous general in,Europe

« Directory not doing a good job governing
France

* November 9, 1799 he ordered 500 troops to
occupy the chambers of the national legislature.
They turn over their power to 3 consuls (men)

» Napoleon is one of the 3

» Bonaparte assumed dictatorial powers as the
First Consul of the French Republic
- Coup d’etat = seizure of power (blow of
power)

« Wrote a constitution—the people approved it
overwhelmingly

» December 2, 1804 he made himself Emperor

Four Orders of Napoleon:

1. Economic — set up fairer tax code, national

bank, stabilized currency, & gave state loans
to businesses

2. Social — appointed official by merit, fired

corrupt ones, created code of laws, created
gov. run schools

3. Religious — recognized Catholicism as “‘faith

of Frenchmen” retained seized church lands

4. Legal — established the Napoleonic Code

gave Franc a uniformed set of laws, but took

away some rights of the citizens (free speech
& of the press & reestablished slavery

A Bunch of Battles:
(Napoleonic Wars)

Battle of UIm 1805—War of the 34 Coalition;
destruction of Austrian Army

Battle of Austerlitz 1805—Battle of the 3
Emperors (Russia, Austria, & France;

Battle of Trafalgar 1805—assured British naval

dominance & stopped Napoleon from invading
England

- was defeated by Horatio Nelson (British) at
the Straight of Gibralter

Battles Continued:

» End of the Holy Roman Empire—end to the
most powerful empire ever!
- he then organized the Confederation of the
Rhine = buffer zone between France & rest of
Europe

« 1812 Invasion of Russia—invaded with 400,000
soldiers over a dispute about Russia selling
grain to England. Russian pull back refusing
to fight an unfair battle.
- Scorched-Earth Policy—burn fields &
slaughter livestock as they retreat
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The Napoleonic Wars, 1792-1815

—— apoleon's Empire, 1782
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