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Congress of Vienna
1848 18501848-1850

• After Napoleon was defeated the leaders 
of Europe wanted to stabilize Europe & 
establish peace.

• They held a series of meetings in Vienna 
(Austria) in order to achieve this goal the(Austria) in order to achieve this goal, the 
meetings lasted for 8 months.

• Representatives from France, England, 
Prussia, Russia, & Austria attended.

• The most influential man at the conference was:  

Prince Klemens von Metternich
• Metternich had a great distrust of the French and the ideas 

of democracy (letting people have a say in government)
• He wanted to maintain stability of laws –this is known as Age 

of Metternich

Metternich’s 3 goals for the conference:
• Surround France with strong countries to prevent aggression

• Restore a balance of power in Europe
• Restore Europe’s royal families to their throwns

Results:
• France was deprived of all territory conquered 

by Napoleon
• Countries around France were strengthened
• Louis XVIII (Louis XVI’s brother) becomes 

ki i Fking in France
• Bourbons ruled Spain
• Hapsburgs ruled Italy
• A Germanic Confederation of 39 states 

(including Prussia) was created from the 
previous 300, under Austrian rule 

Political Changes Beyond Vienna

• Louis XVIII decided to rule France as a 
constitutional monarch

- he was king, but the rights of the people were 
t t d b tit ti d th ki ld bprotected by a constitution and the king could be 

subject to persecution
• This meant France & Britain were 

experimenting with democracy.
(Where did they get their ideas?  From America 
which had declared independence from the British & 
were now an acting democracy.)

Monroe Doctrine:

• Said that the colonization of South America 
would stop being colonized

- (United States & Britain favored this policy, ( p y
Spain & Portugal did not.)
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Revolution in Latin America

• The Congress of Vienna restored Ferdinand 
VIII to the throne in Spain.

• Liberal colony leaders in South America saw 
their chance to gain their independencetheir chance to gain their independence

• Peninsulars & Creoles are the military leaders 
in charge

• Mexico revolts under the leadership of 
Francisco I. Madero

• Brazil also revolts against Portugal

Nationalism

• Will grow in Italy, Germany, and Greece.
• Eventually, the nationalistic feelings 

would explode into revolutions and newwould explode into revolutions, and new 
nations would be formed.


